112               Plans for the Kings escape.           [CHAP.

May, 1792, received large sums of money1 from the court to
carry out a plan of Terrier de Monciel and Bertrand de Mole-
ville to buy up some of the Jacobin fibres, and especially the
Marseillais, to manage the king's escape. Better devised was
the Due de la Rochefoucauld-Liancourt's scheme. He was
governor of Kouen, and popular there; the city of Rouen was
in a prosperous state, and hated the Jacobins, and was but ten
hours' journey from Paris; the Swiss regiment of Salis-Samade
in garrison there was loyal, and the cavalry regiment of Royal
Cravate, when appealed to, was eager to save the king, and
shouted " A Paris!"2 The king, who was always fond of
RochefoucaulcJXLiancourt, looked with favour on this scheme,
and three Jjrtindred of the Swiss Guards were cantoned along
the road^ Rouen to cover his escape.3 But the queen opposed
this j#Seme, because she hated the duke, and remarked to
Bejmand de Moleville that she would never place herself in
iine hands of the Constitutionalists,4 Lafayette hoped also to

/ become once more the saviour of the king, and wished him to
escape to Compi&gne, where Alexandre de Lameth was in
command of two regiments of chasseurs, within easy distance
of Lafayette's army. The Marquis de Puys6gur's answer to
Mathieu Dumas, who had made himself very active in this

/ scheme of Lafayette's, gives the keynote to the refusal of the
royal family to leave Paris. " Never, never," he said, " shall
Lafayette become High Constable, and the royal family and
the fate of France be placed in his hands. The queen is
obstinately opposed to the scheme, and Madame Elisabeth
advises against it from religious motives. The Baron de
Viom6nil, whose assurance and intrepidity you know well,
undertakes, with the Swiss Guards alone, not only to defend
the palace, but to drive back to their faubourgs all that canaille
in insurrection, which could have been so easily dissipated, if
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